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The world is going through some unprecedented times. None of us
have ever experienced anything even close in our lifetimes.

People that were at work healthy one day are in the hospital the next
day. Circumstances keep changing daily. Stores closing, people forced
to go on unemployment and we don't know from one day to the next
what tomorrow will bring. I heard a commentator on the radio who
said 'the best way to cope in these trying times, is to stop listening to the news". Quite
an interesting perspective, to just stop filling our minds with fear, and trying to guess
the unknown. BUT what we can do in these trying times, is to look out for each other.
Live every day to its fullest, AND NEVER STOP PRAYING. Let's reach out to those without
family and loved ones, and let them know they're not forgotten. Most of all, let's find
one thing every day that we can say, thank You G-d for Your blessings. It brings to mind
the story, "Running Through The Rain"...
A little girl had been shopping with her Mom in Target. She must have been 6 years old,
this beautiful red haired, freckle faced image of innocence. It was pouring outside. The
kind of rain that gushes over the top of rain gutters, so much in a hurry to hit the earth it
has no time to flow down the spout. We all stood there under the awning and just inside
the door of the Target.
We waited, some patiently, others irritated because nature messed up their hurried
day. I am always mesmerized by rainfall. I got lost in the sound and sight of the heavens
washing away the dirt and dust of the world. Memories of running, splashing so carefree
as a child came pouring in as a welcome reprieve from the worries of my day.
The little voice was so sweet as it broke the hypnotic trance we were all caught in "Mom
let's run through the rain," she said.
"What?" Mom asked.
"Lets run through the rain!" She repeated.
"No, honey We'll wait until it slows down a bit," Mom replied.
This young child waited about another minute and repeated: "Mom, let's run through
the rain,"
"We'll get soaked if we do," Mom said.

"No, we won't, Mom. That's not what you said this morning," the young girl said as she
tugged at her Mom's arm.
This morning? When did I say we could run through the rain and not get wet?
"Don't you remember? When you were talking to Daddy about his cancer, you said, 'If
God can get us through this, he can get us through anything!"
The entire crowd stopped dead silent. I swear you couldn't hear anything but the rain..
We all stood silently. No one came or left in the next few minutes.
Mom paused and thought for a moment about what she would say. Now some would
laugh it off and scold her for being silly. Some might even ignore what was said But this
was a moment of affirmation in a young child's life. A time when innocent trust can be
nurtured so that it will bloom into faith.
"Honey, you are absolutely right. Let's run through the rain. If G-D lets us get wet, well
maybe we just needed washing," Mom said.
Then off they ran. We all stood watching, smiling and laughing as they darted past the
cars and yes, through the puddles. They held their shopping bags over their heads just in
case. They got soaked. But they were followed by a few who screamed and laughed like
children all the way to their cars.
And yes, I did. I ran. I got wet. I needed washing.
Circumstances or people can take away your material possessions, they can take away
your money, and they can take away your health. But no one can ever take away your
precious memories...So, don't forget to make time and take the opportunities to make
memories every day. To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under
heaven.
I HOPE YOU STILL TAKE THE TIME TO RUN THROUGH THE RAIN. NOW IS THE TIME TO
MAKE YOUR OWN MEMORIES YOU WILL NEVER REGRET IT!
Some closing thoughts to remember, to make your heart ponder and bring a smile to
your face.

1). PRAYER is not a "spare wheel" that YOU PULL OUT when IN trouble, but it is a
"STEERING WHEEL" that DIRECT the RIGHT PATH THROUGHOUT LIFE.
2). Why is a CAR'S WINDSHIELD so LARGE & the REAR VIEW MIRROR so small? BECAUSE
our PAST is NOT as IMPORTANT as OUR FUTURE. So, LOOK AHEAD and MOVE ON.
3). FRIENDSHIP is like a BOOK. It takes a FEW SECONDS to BURN, but it TAKES YEARS to
WRITE.
4). All THINGS in LIFE are TEMPORARY. If they are GOING WELL, ENJOY them, they WILL
NOT LAST FOREVER. If they are going wrong, don't WORRY, THEY CAN'T LAST LONG
EITHER.
5). Old FRIENDS are GOLD! NEW friends are DIAMONDS! If you GET a DIAMOND, DON'T
FORGET the GOLD! To HOLD a DIAMOND, you ALWAYS NEED a BASE of GOLD!
6). Often when WE LOSE HOPE and THINK this is the END, GOD SMILES from ABOVE and
SAYS, "RELAX, SWEETHEART; it's JUST a BEND, NOT THE END!"
7). When GOD SOLVES your PROBLEMS, you HAVE FAITH in HIS ABILITIES; when GOD
DOESN'T SOLVE YOUR PROBLEMS, HE has FAITH in YOUR ABILITIES.
8). A BLIND PERSON asked GOD: "CAN THERE be ANYTHING WORSE THAN LOSING EYE
SIGHT?" HE REPLIED: "YES, LOSING YOUR VISION!"
9). When YOU PRAY for OTHERS, GOD LISTENS to YOU and BLESSES THEM, and
SOMETIMES, when you are SAFE and HAPPY, REMEMBER that SOMEONE has PRAYED
for YOU.
10). WORRYING does NOT TAKE AWAY TOMORROW'S TROUBLES; IT TAKES AWAY
today's PEACE.
On behalf of ALL your Chaplains, may G-d bless you and always keep you in His loving
care.
Please remember your Chaplains are available 24/7. 312-746-8458, should you need a
shoulder to lean on or an ear to listen.
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